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33rd Annual Tri-Cities Wine Festival

The Spirit of the Holidays 2011

Festival Co-Chair

Members, TCWS Board of Directors

Dolly Ammann, Member TCWS Board of Directors

The wine event of the year, the one that you have been
waiting for, is just a few days away. Get ready to have
some fun, taste great wines and enjoy foods from
some of the area’s best restaurants and caterers.
The 33rd Annual Tri-Cities Wine Festival at the Three
Rivers Convention Center is going to be an event you will
long remember!
The Festival kicks off Friday night, November 4, with
the ―Best-of-Show Wine Dinner.‖ The evening starts
with a reception at 6:30 p.m. Along with an elegant array of
hors d’oeuvres before dinner, you are going to taste some
of the wines that will be awarded medals the following night
at the grand “Gala Wine Tasting.” This sneak preview is
only afforded to a select few as this special dinner is
limited to just 88 people. Tickets must be
purchased by November1. The Festival Steering
Committee chose wines for this dinner from some of the
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Les Domingos and Sue McCargar

While you still might be having trouble thinking “fall,”
it is definitely here. This means – the holiday season is
upon us! Yes, it is true.
So, with that in mind – mark your calendars and plan
to gather with fellow Tri-Cities Wine Society members
and guests Sunday, December 11, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.,
Allied Arts Center & Gallery, Richland. As Sue
McCargar wrote in last month’s EVOE, traditionally, this
has been a favorite venue for the Society’s December
event. The gallery is always festive for the holidays!
This year’s gallery show will be "Gallery Aglow,‖
featuring the gallery’s artists. You’ll be able to view the
work of local artists, support the arts in your community,
enjoy some wine and food, and have the opportunity to
browse the gallery’s gift shop to find something for your
favorite person, or persons!
Featured wines will include medal winners from the
Tri-Cities Wine Festival. Food – delectable appetizers
prepared by your Society’s board of directors.
There will be a variety of door prizes, plus a selection
of themed gift baskets. Upon arrival, each person will
receive a ticket for a door prize; additional tickets can be
purchased for a donation. As we did last year, event proceeds will be dedicated to support the Society’s scholarship
endeavors through the Washington Wine Industry
Foundation for students in area viticulture and enology
programs.
So, we hope you can join the Society for an afternoon
of artwork, shopping, wine, food and pre-holiday enjoyment
in a relaxed atmosphere. See the event details box,
page 3, for further details. 

November
President’s Message
Ted Davis, TCWS President

33rd Annual Tri-Cities Wine Festival – the
Countdown!
Yes, the final countdown has begun! Yes, still much to do!
As the EVOE is going to press, our Festival volunteers are
working feverishly on everything from inventorying the final
wines for the judging to assembling silent auction items for
this year’s Festival, November 4 and 5.
Tickets – November 4, Best-of-Show Wine Dinner
tickets must be purchased not later than Tuesday,
November 1. Tickets for the Saturday seminar and gala
wine tasting can be purchased in advance or at the door.
Tickets are available through Ticketmaster, Ticketmaster
outlets or at the Toyota Center Box Office. Suggestion:
to save some fees, purchase tickets at the Toyota Center
Box Office. Note: the Box Office is not open November 5.

Advertising – a special thank you to Mercedes-Benz of the
Tri-Cities (McCurley Integrity Dealerships) and KVEW-TV
for underwriting the cost of our KVEW-TV advertising
again this year. Their ongoing support makes this TV
advertising possible.
Hope to see you, your family, friends, neighbors
and/or co-workers at this year’s Festival. Yes, buy
tickets! 

33rd Annual Tri-Cities Wine Festival
Judges Reception & Volunteer Party
Wednesday, November 2
Attention all Festival volunteers!
Society President Ted Davis cordially invites you to
the Judges Reception & Volunteer Party at his home,
Wednesday, November 2, 7:00 p.m.
Wine, hors d’oeuvres and dinner will be served.
RSVP Kurt or Dolly Ammann, 509-619-1482,
or e-mail carolynewammann@gmail.com.

Volunteers – yes, we do still need help – even if
for just 30 minutes – especially Saturday day and
evening. As those on our e-mail distribution recently
received, final countdown = final preparations =
help still needed.
If you can help, have family or friends who can help, please
contact either Mary Binder or Heather Hill. Their contact
information is:
 Mary Binder: H: 509.585.1393; C: 509.378.2494;
E-mail: mary_binder@msn.com.
 Heather Hill: C: 509.539.0416;
E-mail: heatherhill57@charter.net.
Wine – with about 95 wineries and about 450 wines, we
are setting yet another milestone for the Festival. Those
who attend the Saturday evening gala wine tasting will find
everything from wineries that are with us each year to new
boutique wineries entering the Festival for the first time.
Food – besides delicious options from the Three Rivers
Convention Center, the following area restaurants and
caterers are donating their time and food: Agapé
Events & Catering; Anthony’s at Columbia Point;
Bin No. 20 Steak & Seafood Restaurant and Wine Bar;
The Country Gentleman Restaurant & Catering;
Fat Olives; Katya’s Restaurant & Wine Bar; P.F. Chang’s
China Bistro; Picazo Restaurant & Bar; Tuscany: Rustic
Italian Bistro; and, Veritas. Yes, these food exhibitors are
donating their time and food; therefore, the gala
wine tasting ticket includes all wine and food
tasting! No scrip! Please show your appreciation by
patronizing their businesses.

2011 Festival Artwork by Artist Yu-Heng Dade
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33rd Annual TriTri-Cities Wine Festival
BIG 2010 Festival award winners and, you guessed it, that is
the genesis for the dinner’s name.
It was a pleasure working with Convention Center
Executive Chef Rob Chapin to plan just the perfect menu
to pair with these outstanding wines. The menu is on the
Festival web site, www.tcwinefest.com.
Saturday afternoon, November 5, there is the
seminar “Time & Terroir.” Those attending can learn about
how “terroir,” that illusive and hard-to-define sense of place
and time, influence a wine’s characteristics. Read Brett
Simpson’s article in the next column for more information.
The Festival culminates with the grand ―Gala Wine
Tasting,‖ Saturday evening. The doors to the Great
Hall and wine tasting open for Wine Society members at
6:30 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m. for the general public. Encourage
your friends who are not members to join so they can take
advantage of that extra half hour, and enjoy future Society
events! We will accept new memberships that evening.
Here is what to expect:
 Doors opening at 6:00 p.m. to the Convention Center
lobby as we do not want anyone to have to stand in
line outside the building. No entry before 6:00 p.m.,
however.
 A “VIP” entry line for Society members.
 A security check at the lobby entrance where all
attendees must present a photo ID to prove they
are at least 21 years of age. No exceptions. So, ensure
you bring a photo ID with you.
 Tickets may be purchased at the door. However, we
suggest, for your convenience, purchasing tickets in
advance. There is no price difference.
 Once through security, proceed to Wine Society
member VIP check in at Information Central in the
lobby. A Society member will verify your membership
status. Also, register for the silent auction and get your
bidder number, and Festival program and wine glass –
with a special sticker for Society members.
 Access to the Great Hall for wine tasting starting at
6:30 p.m.
 A string quartet playing music in the lobby from 6:00
to 7:00 p.m.
 Sofas and chairs in the lobby to enjoy the music, or
rest tired feet throughout the evening.
This year there are more wineries, restaurants
and caterers participating than ever before. There
will be about 450 wines to choose from. Complimentary
food to enhance your wine tasting is being provided by 11
of the area’s best restaurants and caterers. For a complete
list, see our Society president’s column, page 2.
Finally, a reminder – to avoid some fees, the best place
to purchase tickets is at the Toyota Center Box Office
(Note: the Box Office will not be open Saturday,
November 5.) This is one reason we suggest buying your
tickets in advance. Other purchase options are online
through Ticketmaster.com or at Ticketmaster outlets.
See you at the Festival!

EVOE October 2011

Festival Time and Terroir Seminar
Brett Simpson

Member, TCWS Board of Directors
Join the Tri-Cities Wine Festival and Alexandria Nicole
Cellars for this year’s Festival technical seminar – ―Time
and Terroir,‖ Saturday, November 4, 1:00 to 2:30
p.m., Three Rivers Convention Center, Room C.
During the seminar, we will compare and contrast a Horse
Heaven Hills AVA single varietal with a blended wine, both
covering a several-year period. The “contestants” are the
Mackay Duck Press Red, the house wine at Seattle’s
well-known El Gaucho steakhouse restaurant, and the
Alexandria Nicole Cellar’s Estate Grown ―Gravity‖
Merlot. The years selected are 2005, 2007 and 2008.
The purpose of this seminar is to provide a sensory
experience, demonstrating the effects of aging, blending and
geography on wine flavor. Our speakers from Alexandria
Nicole Cellars will guide us through an evaluation of some
of their favorite wines and talk a little about making them.
It’s been said that Washington winemakers add some
Cabernet to soften up their Merlots. In this event, we’ll
put that notion to the test! The Duck Press Red is a
Cabernet Sauvignon-based blend that varies some from
year to year in composition, including the Merlot. The
“Gravity” Merlot, by law, must be at least 75% Merlot.
Topics to be discussed include:
 Blending basics – the how and why.
 The virtues and/or business case for making single
varietals.
 The evolution of wines over time – how does the
blend vs. the single varietal behave, or vice versa.
 Observing year-to-year changes in wines that come
from the same area.
So, bring an inquisitive mind and palate to the Three
Rivers Convention Center, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m., Saturday,
November 5. Follow the signs to the seminar room.
Note: This is a technical tasting; there will be water,
cheeses and bread to help cleanse your palate. We
recommend eating lunch beforehand and coming
well hydrated.

The Spirit of the Holidays 2011

Chairman: Les Domingos
Sunday, December 11
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Allied Arts Center & Gallery
89 Lee Blvd., Richland
Price:
Members, $30; guests, $35
Limit:
48
Type:
Festive casual, stand-up, limited seating
Bring:
1 wine glass per person
Cutoff date:
Wednesday, December 7
Cancellation Policy: For a full refund, cancellation
must be made by phone to Judy Stewart, 627-6579,
on or before Wednesday, December 7.
Date:
Time:
Location:

Looking Ahead
January 2012
What is this Wine?

Sue McCargar, Member, TCWS Board of Directors
Have you ever wished you were better at identifying a wine
varietal by its characteristics – color, aroma, flavors, and so
forth? You can find out how Saturday, January 21 at a
Wine Society seminar, currently in the final planning stages,
that can help you learn not only what a wine is, but also
what it isn’t. We are planning to do this through a fun,
interactive exercise, in small groups.
This mid-winter tasting is scheduled to take place close
to home – at the Goose Ridge Winery, Richland, in
the winery’s beautiful, recently expanded, tasting room.
Prior to the seminar, we will take a tour of the winery’s
large production facility in the middle of the Manson family’s
1,400-acre vineyard, one of the state’s largest.
Join us for a memorable experience.

Looking Ahead
March 2011
Open that Bottle Night 13
Wow! Can you believe it? It’s already time to be marking
those calendars for Open that Bottle Night 13,
Sunday, March 4, The Country Gentleman. This
will be the Society’s third year participating in this now
worldwide event.
The feedback many past attendees have provided the
Society’s Program Committee through comment cards, the
recent survey and/or verbally, is that they’ve very much
enjoyed this event – an opportunity for attendees to bring
a bottle of wine and share stories about their wine. This will
be a great opportunity to share some special wines, learn
why and when they were purchased, learn how they were
stored, and more. Interested? Sure hope so!
Watch for details as they unfold in future EVOEs.

Taste Back:
Washington Wine Varietals —
What’s New
Tony Pennella

Member, TCWS Board of Directors, Event Chair
The Wine Society’s October 21 event at the Canyon
Lakes Clubhouse at the Villas was a great way to end the
work week and begin the weekend. A Friday night proved
to be very popular, as attested to by our sold-out event
and guests many positive comments. Our small but intimate
venue allowed for a relaxed atmosphere and the ability for
guests to interact with our speakers.
The Society would like to thank Dr. Thomas HenickKling, professor of enology and director, Viticulture &
Enology Program, WSU, for taking time from his busy
schedule to give us an educational and very informative
presentation. We would also like to thank his guest,
Dr. Greg Jones, a climatologist from Southern Oregon
University, for adding his insight to our program. They both
provided a wealth of easy-to-understand information. For
example – and a rather summary statement regarding
Washington wines – Dr. Thomas said, “I wish we could
live another 100 years; we would see some really
exciting things.”
From the comments we received, our guests enjoyed
the evening’s relaxed format and the open discussion
between participants. The wine and food parings were well
received with the Coyote Canyon 2010 Albarino, the
Syncline 2009 Grenache-Carignan and the Bunnell Family
Cellars 2007 “Lia” among the favorites.
These events are impossible without the help of many
volunteers. So, thank you, Ken Kramer and Lois McGuire,
Chuck and Sue McCarger, Marie Pennella, and Kevin
Pennella for your help in preparing the delicious food that
paired well with our wines. And, to everyone who helped
clean up after the event, thank you; it was very much
appreciated.
I would also like to thank the participating wineries for
their support – Coyote Canyon, Barnard Griffin, Thurston
Wolfe and Bunnell Family Cellars all gave us generous
discounts; and, special thanks to L’Ecole No. 41 for donating
the delicious Semillon. I highly recommend supporting the
wineries that support our Society.

Welcome New Members!
Shelagh Moore
Kerry & Kathleen Lawrence
Marvin & Karla Leonard
Jeremy & Leanne Groom
John & Sara Davis
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Membership Application/Renewal and Event Sign-Up
Single: $ 25.00
Couple: $ 35.00
New
Renewal
Referred by:_______________________________
How would you like to receive the EVOE newsletter?

E-mail (current e-mail address requested*)

U.S. mail

Both E-mail and U.S. mail

Name 1 ____________________________________
Name 2 ____________________________________
Address____________________________________
__________________________________________
City, State, ZIP_______________________________
Phone Number_______________________________
E-mail 1*___________________________________
E-mail 2*___________________________________

************************************************************************************************************

The Spirit of the Holidays 201 1 — Sun day, December 11, 2011

Members
$25
Guests
$30
Number of members attending ___
Number of guests attending ___
Limit: 34
Would like to help at the event

Member ____________________________________
Member ____________________________________
Guest 1_____________________________________
Guest 2_____________________________________
Phone Number_______________________________
E-mail______________________________________
Mail Payment with Coupon to:
Tri-Cities Wine Society
P.O. Box 1142
Richland, WA 99352

************************************************************************************************************
Do you have a new postal address?
Did you recently change your e-mail address?
If yes, or if you haven’t seen an e-mail or EVOE newsletter
TCWS Event Policy
for awhile, contact Scott Abernethy at 509-783-8801 or
by e-mail at: tcwinesocietymembership@gmail.com.
Attendance Confirmation
No tickets will be issued. In case the event is full when your reservation
You can also check our web site at:
http://tricitieswinesociety.org/web/ to access the latest EVOE. is received, you will be notified and put on the waiting list.
Download FREE Acrobat Reader here or go to
Courtesy
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2_allversions.html. Event attendees are reminded that strong smells deter from an

Membership Renewal

Tri-Cities Wine Society memberships
are for one year.
If you do not remember when your membership expires:
 Members who receive the newsletter by mail can find
their renewal date on the mailing label; or
 Contact the Tri-Cities Wine Society membership
chairman, Scott Abernethy, at 509-783-8801, or by
e-mail at: tcwinesocietymembership@gmail.com.
Thank you for your help in keeping your membership
record current.

enjoyable tasting experience. Please be considerate and do not wear
perfume or after-shave when coming to an event.

Guest Policy
With our banquet permit, events are open only to members and their
guests. Guests must be sponsored by a TCWS member.

Liquor Consumption
Only wine served by the Society may be consumed during our events.

Minimum Age 21 At All Events
The Washington Liquor Control Board regulations tied to our banquet
permit prohibit any minors from attending our events. Only persons
minimum 21 years of age are allowed at monthly program events or
at the Tri-Cities Wine Festival.

Non-drinker Policy
Requests to attend an event as a “non-drinker” will be approved or
disapproved on a case-by-case basis by the event’s committee.
Decisions will be based on the type of event.

EVOE October 2011

2011 November Wine Events Around The Pacific Northwest

Wenatchee Wine Country Fall Barrel Tasting &
Open House Weekend, Nov. 25-27, Wenatchee, WA.
Wineries welcome guests to try wines from the barrel before
bottling, new releases and library wines. The weekend offers
food, fun and award-winning wines. Nominal tasting fees may
be charged at some wineries. Collect a souvenir ornament
from each winery. For more information, contact Jan Lutz at
509-669-5808, or e-mail jan@wenatcheewines.com, or go to
http://wenatcheewines.com.

carolynewammann@gmail.com
Contact us !
Need any info? Have an idea?
Dolly Ammann

Newsletter of the
Tri-Cities Wine Society
EVOE

Tri-Cities Wine Society
PO Box 1142
Richland, WA 99352

Norse Night at Gärd Vintners, Nov. 12,
Royal City, WA. Celebrate Scandinavia at Gärd Vintners’
Norse Night. The evening includes Scandinavian food, live
music and wine tasting – including new reserve label
releases. Location: 19495 144th Ave. NE, Ste. B240.
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Price; $20 per person
($15 wine club members); RSVP requested as space is
limited. RSVP on Facebook, call 509-346-2585 or e-mail
alison@gardvintners.com. For more information,
go to http://www.GardVintners.com.

Chelan Fall Barrel Tasting, Nov. 25-27, Chelan, WA.
Thanksgiving weekend wineries of the Lake Chelan Wine
Valley will host their annual Fall Barrel Tasting event. Guests
are invited to explore winery cellar rooms for exclusive
barrel tastings with Lake Chelan winemakers. The region is
known for Gewürztraminer, Riesling, Pinot Gris, Cabernet
Franc, Pinot Noir and Syrah. To view a complete list of
wineries, wine releases, tasting room hours and special
event activities planned at each winery, you can visit
www.lakecvhelanwinevalley.com. For more information,
contact Kristin Rieffin at Kristin@greenrubin.com or go to
http://www.lakechelanwinevalley.com.

This newsletter is also accessible
on the web at
http://tricitieswinesociety.org/web/

Fall Wine Tour on Whidbey, Nov. 11-13, Whidbey
Island, WA. To celebrate the annual grape harvest and
crush on Whidbey Island, 6 participating winery tasting
rooms will be offering tastings of selected wines and
discounts on purchases to entice participants to stock
up for the coming holiday season! Tickets will be
available on brownpapertickets.com or at the winery
tasting rooms for $20 in advance or $25 at the door.
For more information, contact Virginia Bloom at
360-21-0515, e-mail events@whidbeyisandvintners.org,
or go to http://www.whidbeyislandvintners.org.
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